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December 8, 2009 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

National report offers statistics 

on Iowa’s physician workforce 
 

  DES MOINES, IA -- Iowa ranks 30th in the nation in population, but 

the state is 41st in the nation in the number of physicians per 

100,000 population, according to the 2009 State Physician Workforce 

Data Book.  

 

  Iowa has 204 physicians per 100,000 population. That compares with a 

national average of 254, a high of 405 in Massachusetts, and a low of 

174 in Mississippi. 

 

  The new report, prepared by the Association of American Medical 

Colleges, is an analysis of 2008 data of the U.S. physician supply, 

medical school enrollment and graduate medical education.  

 

  Iowa had 6,134 physicians in 2008 when the state’s population was 

estimated at just over 3 million. Other Iowa findings of the national 

report include: 

 

 61.2 percent of Iowa physicians who obtained their medical 

education and residency training in Iowa ended up practicing in 

Iowa. This compares with a national average 66 percent of 

physicians who remained in the states where they obtained their 

medical education and residency training. 

 Nearly one-fourth (24.6 percent) of Iowa's physicians were 

female. Massachusetts had the highest ranking (35.1 percent) of 

female physicians and Idaho had the lowest (19.9 percent). 

Nationally, 28.9 percent of the physicians were female. 

 17.1 percent of Iowa's physicians graduated from an international 

medical school. This compares with 24.2 percent nationally, a 

high of 39.9 percent in New Jersey, and a low of 3.5 percent in 

Idaho. 

 64.7 percent of Iowa's physicians graduated from U.S. medical 

schools and 17 percent graduated from U.S. osteopathic medical 

schools. The national averages are 67.9 percent from U.S. medical 

schools and 6.7 percent from U.S. osteopathic schools.  



 21 percent of Iowa's physicians were age 60 or older in 2008. 

This compares with a national average of 24.7 percent, a high of 

29.2 percent in California, and a low of 19.3 percent in North 

Carolina. 

 18.8 percent of Iowa's physicians were under age 40 in 2008. This 

compares with a national average of 18 percent. Nebraska and 

Illinois had the highest percentages (20.6 percent each), while 

Wyoming had the lowest (13.8 percent). 

 

  To access the full report, please go to: 

 

www.aamc.org/workforce/statedatabook/statedata2009.pdf. 
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