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Court says Board can penalize physician
who failed to comply with evaluation order

DES MOINES, IA -- A Polk County District Court judge has upheld the lowa Board of
Medicine's authority to impose sanctions against a physician who failed to comply with a Board
order.

In a ruling filed October 21, 2009, Chief Judge Arthur E. Gamble dismissed a petition by Ronnie
B. Martin, D.O., 60, of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., formerly of Des Moines. The family practice
physician had sought judicial review of an August 28, 2008, Board decision to suspend his
license and impose a $5,000 civil penalty because he failed to comply with a 2006 Board order
for a confidential competency evaluation.

Martin challenged the suspension and fine, contending the Board lacked jurisdiction to discipline
him because he no longer resided in lowa and he had allowed his lowa medical license to go
inactive. He also contended there was not substantial evidence to support the Board's decision
because he did not willfully or intentionally refuse to comply with the order.

Judge Gamble's ruling said the Board's order for the evaluation was lawful when it was entered,
and while Martin was entitled to litigate his view that the Board lacked jurisdiction, it in no way
invalidated the sanctions impose by the Board against him.

In two previous judicial reviews of the original Board actions against Martin regarding his
clinical competency, the lowa Court of Appeals ruled in favor of the Board, including supporting
the Board’s jurisdiction over non-resident physicians with lowa medical licenses.

Martin moved from lowa to Florida in 2001. The Board began investigating him in November
2000 and issued its order for a competency evaluation in February 2006.
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