
 STATE OF IOWA  Fields of Opportunities 

             TERRY BRANSTAD, GOVERNOR 
KIM REYNOLDS, LT. GOVERNOR 

  

                                              IOWA BOARD OF MEDICINE 
                                                       MARK BOW DEN,  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
                                                                             

 

 
 
 

 

4 0 0  S W  8 t h  S T R E E T ,  S U I T E  C ,  D E S  M O I N E S ,  I A  5 0 3 0 9 - 4 6 8 6  
                            P H O N E : 5 1 5 - 2 8 1 - 5 1 7 1     F A X : 5 1 5 - 2 4 2 - 5 9 0 8    w w w . m e d i c a l b o a r d . i o w a . g o v  
 

 

October 1, 2012 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Board begins communications effort 
on maintenance of licensure initiative 
DES MOINES, IA – The Iowa Board of Medicine today (October 1, 2012)  launched a 
communication effort to update the health care community about its work toward possibly 
adopting a process that would ensure the ongoing competency of active, practicing physicians. 
 
The process, known as maintenance of licensure (MOL), is an initiative of the Federation of 
State Medical Boards (FSMB), a non-profit organization that represents the nation’s 70 state 
medical boards. MOL is aimed at strengthening patient care by requiring physicians to 
participate in programs that enable them to maintain or improve their competence in the scope of 
the daily medical practice. Iowa is one of several states participating in various pilot projects that 
are a prelude to designing a model MOL process, which is still several years away from 
implementation. 
 
As this initiative continues to evolve from the conceptual to the practice, the Board wants to keep 
physicians and other key stakeholders apprised of new developments. The Board’s 
communications effort will include occasional press releases to draw attention to MOL 
information on the Board’s website, such as frequently asked questions about MOL, updates on 
pilot projects and progress reports from the FSMB. 
 
Initial MOL information on the Website includes: 

• Frequently asked questions 
• Special report from the FSMB 
• A Journal of Medical Regulation article on the FSMB’s long-term MOL initiative 
• Iowa Board of Medicine press release announcing participation in pilot projects 

 
This information can be found by clicking on this link. 
 
To learn more about the FSMB’s MOL initiative, please visit www.fsmb.org/mol.html 
 

## 
 
For more information:  Contact Mark Bowden, Executive Director, Iowa Board of Medicine, (515) 242-3268 or 
mark.bowden@iowa.gov 

http://www.docboard.org/ia
mailto:mark.bowden@iowa.gov
http://www.fsmb.org/mol.html
http://medicalboard.iowa.gov/practitioners/mol.html
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June 11, 2012 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
 
Board adopts 4 pilot projects to prepare 
for system to ensure physician competency 
 
DES MOINES, IA – The Iowa Board of Medicine will begin preliminary work in July on 
a national initiative aimed at strengthening patient care by requiring licensed physicians 
to participate in programs that enable them to maintain or improve their competence in 
the scope of their daily medical practice. 
 
The Board on Friday (June  8, 2012) authorized staff  to  pursue four pilot projects in 
cooperation with the Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB) as a prelude to 
determining  what may be required of physicians to demonstrate professional competence 
when seeking licensure renewal.  
 
Iowa is one of 11 state medical boards that have agreed to undertake projects this year to 
determine how competency assessments might be integrated in the licensure renewal 
process and to survey physicians and other stakeholders about how to best assure the 
ongoing competence of physicians. 
 
At an FSMB meeting in late April, nine pilot projects were reviewed to the participating 
states.  Iowa selected these four: 
 

1) Conduct a “readiness” inventory to determine what the Board needs to 
consider and possibly resolve to ensure successful participation in all pilot 
projects and eventually the implementation of maintenance of licensure (MOL) 
system. 
 

2) Prepare a comprehensive strategy to communicate the value and importance of 
MOL. 

http://www.docboard.org/ia
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3) Evaluate and assess how to integrate MOL in the licensure renewal process. 
 

4) Survey licensees for their opinions about potential features of a comprehensive 
MOL system. 
 

Amy Van Maanen, director of licensure for the Iowa Board, said information derived 
from the pilot projects will be used by the FSMB to help develop policies and practices 
to build a model framework for states to adopt in their implementation of an MOL 
system. 
 
In Iowa, and most other states, physicians issued a permanent medical license are not 
required to pursue continuing education specific to their practice. Most physicians do, 
however, especially those who are certified by a specialty board. 
 
Van Maanen said it is very premature to know what the MOL system might be for Iowa. 
She said whatever is ultimately adopted, it should be administratively feasible, developed 
in collaboration with other stakeholders and not overly burdensome for the profession. 
 
“Maintenance of licensure should support physicians’ commitment to lifelong learning 
and facilitate improvement in physician practice,” she said. 
 
The MOL initiative gained momentum in 2004 when the FSMB, a coalition of 70 state 
medical licensing boards,  adopted a policy statement that “state medical boards have a 
responsibility to the public” to ensure that physicians are maintaining their competency. 
 
Over the past eight years, the FSMB has facilitated a national discussion on the MOL 
initiative with state boards, national physician associations, medical and osteopathic 
specialty certification boards and other stakeholders. 
 

-- 
 
 
 
For more information: Contact Mark Bowden, Executive Director, Iowa Board of 
Medicine, (515) 242-3268 or mark.bowden@iowa.gov  
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