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At its regular meeting held in Des Moines on August 26, 1999, the Iowa Board of Medical 

Examiners filed charges against the following Iowa licensed physicians: 

 

Debbie D. Urioste, M.D., a 38 year old physician from Independence, Iowa, was charged by the 

 Iowa Board with entering into a voluntary agreement with the state of Colorado which restricts 

the practice of medicine and surgery, and with violating the terms of an impaired physician 

recovery contract entered into with the Iowa Impaired Physician Review Committee.   A 

hearing is scheduled for November 4, 1999. 

 

Michael D. VanNatta, D.O., a 45 year old physician practicing in West Des Moines, Iowa, was 

charged by the Board with the inability to practice medicine and surgery with reasonable skill 

and safety due to the excessive use of alcohol.  A hearing on the charges is scheduled for 

October 20, 1999. 

 

Ruchi Gupta, M.D., a 35 year old physician from Knoxville, Tennessee, was charged by the 

Iowa Board  with having been disciplined by the medical licensing authority of Tennessee.   

Dr. Gupta was charged with unprofessional, dishonorable and unethical conduct and her 

Tennessee license was placed on one year probation.  Dr. Gupta has not practiced in Iowa for 

some time.  A hearing on the charges is scheduled for November 3, 1999. 

 

In other action, the Board entered into a Settlement Agreement with the following Iowa licensed 

physicians: 

 

John M. Benson, M.D., a 55 year old physician from Yardley, Pennsylvania, entered into a  

Settlement Agreement and Final Order with the Board.  Dr. Benson was disciplined by the State 

of  Minnesota based on charges of embezzlement.  The Iowa Board issued Dr. Benson a public 

Citation and Warning for being disciplined by the licensing authority of another state.  

 

William J. Dall, M.D., a 56 year old physician practicing in Dubuque, Iowa, entered into a 

combined Statement of Charges, Settlement Agreement and Final Order with the Board.  Dr. 

Dall was charged with engaging in a consensual sexual relationship with a patient in violation of 

Iowa law and Board rules.  Dr. Dall’s medical license was placed on five years probation under 

certain terms and conditions and he was ordered to pay a $4,000 civil penalty. 

 

 

 



 

Edgar M. Cleaver, M.D., a 73 year old physician from Tulsa, Oklahoma, entered into a 

combined Statement of Charges, Settlement Agreement and Final Order with the Board.  Dr. 

Cleaver was charged by the State of Oklahoma with inappropriately prescribing controlled 

substances and engaging in a romantic relationship with a patient.  The Iowa Board charged Dr. 

Cleaver with being disciplined by the licensing authority of another state and his Iowa medical 

license was placed on probation with certain terms and conditions 

 

In other action by the Board: 

 

Philip F. H. Pugh, M.D., an 81 year old physician from Spirit Lake, Iowa, voluntarily 

surrendered his license to practice medicine and surgery in the State of Iowa as resolution of a 

pending disciplinary matter, effective June 1, 1999.  The Board received information indicating 

a pattern of inappropriate prescribing to himself and his wife. 

 

Philip A. McCreedy, M.D., a 63 year old physician from Golden, Colorado, voluntarily 

surrendered his license to practice medicine and surgery in the State of Iowa as resolution of a 

pending disciplinary matter, effective June 23, 1999.  Dr. McCreedy voluntarily relinquished his 

Wisconsin and Wyoming licenses as resolution of pending disciplinary matters. 

 

 

In other action by the Board: 

 

Reuben Setliff, M.D. was denied a permanent Iowa medical license by the Board based on 

previous disciplinary action in South Dakota and Nebraska. 

 

 


